28       COMMON SENSE AND LABOUR
Of course, the second line leads to dishonesty, but
the importance of being honest varies with the point
of view. The man who has nothing does not fear
the thief. Preaching the importance of property
rights to those who have no property is about as
effective as preaching in Eskimo purist to a Hot-
tentot. In order to be understood we must have
some conceptions in common. Even if one could
talk mulese it is very doubtful if a mine mule who
had never seen the sky would be deeply interested
in aeronautics.
We like to dodge the terms "capital" and "labour"
and to say that they are not distinct entities but,
because both make money out of the same general
set of circumstances, that their interests are mutual.
The only mutuality that exists between capital
and labour is of the variety which exists between a
buyer and a seller. In any single transaction it is
to the interest of the seller to get the highest price
and to the interest of the buyer to pay the lowest
price. They are in a sense antagonists. But Amer-
ican buyers and sellers have found through bitter
experience that it does not pay to cheat. The buyer
has learned that if he does not pay a fair price, the
seller skimps the goods, while the seller has learned